
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2020

Present: Councillor Charles Maudling (Chair), Mayor Mike Starkie,
Councillors  David Banks, Jackie Bowman, Hugh Branney, Graham Calvin, 
James Date, Gemma Dinsdale, Gwynneth Everett, Allan Forster, 
Jeanette Forster, Fred Gleaves, Jeffrey Hailes, Mike Hawkins, Tom Higgins, 
Linda Jones-Bulman, Joan Hully, John Kane, Ged McGrath, Michael McVeigh, 
Sam Meteer, Graham Minshaw, David Moore, Steven Morgan, Brian O'Kane, 
Sam Pollen, Andy Pratt, Russell Studholme, Peter Tyson, Carl Walmsley, 
Eileen Weir, Doug Wilson and Felicity Wilson.

Officers: Pat Graham (Chief Executive), Sarah Pemberton (Director of Corporate 
Services and Commercial Strategy (Monitoring Officer)), Steven Brown (Director 
of Financial Resources), Clinton Boyce (Solicitor), Mike Graham (Political 
Advisor), Stephanie Shaw (Electoral and Democratic Services Manager) and Clive 
Willoughby (Democratic Services Officer).

C 20/29 Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence received at this meeting.

C 20/30 Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items

There were no Declarations of Interest made.

C 20/31 Requisition, made under rule 3.1(b) of chapter 5 of the Constitution, 
received from Councillors Michael McVeigh, Gwynneth Everett, John Kane, 
Allan Forster and Sam Pollen  for an extraordinary meeting of Council to be 
held, such signed requisition being attached to this agenda.

Councillor Michael McVeigh as Labour Group Leader presented the Requisition 
to Council on behalf of the Requisitioners.
The requisition stated that: The Mayor has taken an extraordinary step which 
betrays the spirit of democracy for residents in this borough.
In joining a political party, just a year after promising voters that he would keep 
politics out of local government, he has undermined the democratic process and 
removed the mandate with which he had been entrusted by the people of 
Copeland.
That he has done so without coming before Council and explaining his actions is 
a further dereliction of his duty to the electorate.



Therefore, we are writing to you as Chair of the Council, to raise the following 
requisition, in order to drag Mr Starkie into the Council chamber, and to ask him, 
formally, to put people before politics’

Mayor Mike Starkie responded by stating his reasons for joining the 
Conservative party. That the Government’s agenda aligned with his own and 
that he was doing the best for local issues and that he had had the support of 
Government over the last five years.
He emphasised that there had been no change in his policies.
The Mayor then provided clarification of the Elected Mayoral model and how it 
worked. He continued to set out the Council’s financial position and the 
Government help received, to write–off bad debt and to buy the Copeland 
Centre, as well as following the cyber attack and now Covid-19.
He concluded that during the time he has been Mayor there has been no service 
cuts and the Council Tax increases had been less than inflation.

Questions were then taken from Members.

Councillor Dinsdale asked a question of Councillor Moore regarding Councillor 
McGrath changing from Conservative to Independent in November 2019, when 
he stated that the local people had a right to feel disappointed. Did the local 
people have a right to feel disappointed with the Mayor?

Councillor Moore responded that he did say that but Councillor McGrath had 
since been welcomed back to the Conservatives. There was also no option to call 
a by-election when some Members did change party.

Councillor D Wilson asked for the views of the Mayor regarding ex-Councillor 
Robin Pitt who left Conservative to join Labour.

The Mayor replied that Councillor Pitt was before his time, but this had 
happened a number of times in the past and has never sparked a by-election.

Councillor Morgan called for unity, for the Council to work together and move 
forward. He asked if the Mayor would consider reinstating the Labour members 
to his Executive.

In response, the Mayor stated that he would have been happy to continue with 
Councillors Everett and McVeigh on the Executive, but the Labour group had 
already published an attack on him.

Councillor Hawkins quoted the Mayor’s election material stating ‘Your Mayor, 
not a party Mayor’ had been removed from social media sites and that he had 



sold enough insurance to fund his election campaign. Why was he not standing 
down and seeking re-election.

The Mayor re-iterated that he had not left a party and his policies were 
unchanged.

In a supplementary, Councillor Hawkins objected to being called ‘hard left’ and 
‘’marxist’ on social media.

The Chair intervened at this point as a question was not being asked.

Councillor McGrath clarified that the ‘Tories’ were the Conservative and 
Unionist Party, then asked why the two Labour councillors had been dismissed 
from the Executive and replaced by one Conservative.

The Mayor said he had worked with a number of Labour Councillors on his 
Executive and was happy to continue to do so, but the public attacks from 
Labour were not acceptable.

Councillor Meteer raised the Nolan principles and asked the Mayor if he could 
name one.

The Chair intervened at this point and ruled that this question was not relevant 
to the agenda and was to be disregarded.

Councillor Kane stated that the Mayor was first citizen of the Borough and yet 
the Mayor is fighting for the Council’s abolition and the Councillors cast aside. 
What is the future for the Mayor and the Council staff?

In response, the Mayor stated that it was possible the Council could have less 
than two years to run as we were in a period of local government reform. He 
was waiting for a letter from the Secretary of State, before submitting 
proposals. He was fighting for the best possible outcome for Copeland and the 
Council staff.

Councillor Kane in a supplementary reminded the Mayor that 19 of the 33 
councillors elected by the public were Labour, 4 Independent and only 10 
Conservative and that as the first citizen everything the Mayor does should be 
for Copeland.

The Mayor acknowledged this and confirmed that everything he did was in the 
best interest of Copeland.



Councillor F Wilson raised a question regarding anti-semitism.

The Chair intervened at this point and ruled that this question was not relevant 
to the agenda and was to be disregarded.

Councillor Bowman asked how many new businesses came into the Borough 
under the Open for Business Scheme.

Again, the Chair intervened at this point and ruled that this question was not 
relevant to the agenda and was to be disregarded.

Councillor Date asked, if there were to be a by-election, what would the likely 
cost be?

The Mayor confirmed that there would not be a Mayoral by-election, but one 
would be very expensive.

Councillor Banks, as a former member of the Mayor’s executive, asked if the 
sacking of the Labour Executive members was descent or honourable?

The Mayor repeated his earlier answer adding that the Labour executive 
members never knew if the rest of their party would support them or vote at 
Council. He also questioned Councillor Banks’ morals following his anti-semitic 
comments.

In a supplementary, Councillor Banks apologised for the words that came out 
wrong at a previous Council meeting and confirmed he was not anti-semitic. He 
asked the Mayor if he agreed that Councillors Everett and McVeigh had been 
treated badly.

The Mayor agreed that for six years the Labour group had been very supportive 
and over that time, no decisions made had been politically based but decided 
with the best interest of Copeland in mind.

Councillor Moore looked back at the history of the Directly Elected Mayor and 
that the people wanted it in 2014. Both Conservatives and Labour got behind 
the Mayor’s manifesto as it was right for the people of Copeland. The Mayor’s 
agenda had not changed.

Councillor Hawkins raised a point of order that there was no question and 
Councillor Dinsdale on another point of order that not all Councillors had been 
given five minutes.



The Chair ruled that Councillor Moore be allowed to continue as he had not 
used his full five minutes. He reiterated that all Councillors had a maximum of 
five minutes, but questions must relate to the requisition.

Councillor Moore continued quoting the Sellafield rates appeal, Home 
improvement loans and the number of consultants being used by the Council.
He asked the Mayor if he agreed that the Mayor’s agenda had not changed.

The Mayor agreed and also confirmed that the number of consultants had been 
reduced to zero.

Councillor J Forster stated that the Mayor was a good salesman, now selling 
himself. The Mayor was asked if he would be better working on projects for the 
borough rather than joining a political party.

The Mayor replied that some of the projects in Copeland had been held up by 
the County Council. He also referred to the PFI agreement, West Cumberland 
Hospital, Whitehaven Campus, Whitehaven Academy that were good things 
happening in the borough.

Note: Councillor Tyson temporarily left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Pratt referred to democracy and the Egremont style of democracy, 
where the candidate with the least number of votes was co-opted on when the 
other candidates were not considered. He also pointed out that the first citizen 
of the Borough was the Chair.

The Mayor responded by questioning what this had to do with Egremont Town 
Council as the original requisition came in from Egremont Town Council and 
copied to Elaine Woodburn and printed by the Town Council’s clerk.

Councillor Minshaw referred to the Mayor’s column in the Whitehaven News 
from February 2019 quoting ‘I have long felt that there should be no place in 
local government for politics and having served for nearly four years I am more 
convinced of that than ever’. What has changed his mind?

The Mayor replied that nothing had changed except he was being supported by 
one party and impeded by another.

In a supplementary the Mayor was asked where Labour had impeded him.

The Mayor responded by saying that the Labour councillors impeding him were 
from outside of Copeland. He continued that devolution was part of the Mayor’s 



agenda. He also stated that he did not join the Conservatives earlier as he was a 
committed Brexiteer.

Councillor Hailes asked if the direction for Copeland Council had changed.

The Mayor replied that it had not.

Councillor Jones-Bulman stated that her election promise was to be open and 
transparent. She continued that her experience of the Mayor was one of 
continual Labour bashing, unnecessary sarcastic retorts and overall self ego, 
how would he change in order to work with everyone?

The Mayor replied that all parties had supported his policies. He also stated that 
during the election he paid Councillor Jones-Bulman’s campaign respect.

In a supplementary, the Mayor was asked if he would stop Labour bashing.

The Mayor replied that there was no Labour bashing in the Council.

Councillor O’Kane asked Councillor McVeigh if the Mayor had joined Labour, 
would he have accepted him, or told him to seek re-election?

Councillor McVeigh replied that the question was irrelevant. It was the integrity 
of the ballot box that was important.

Councillor Everett made note that she doesn’t use social media. The electorate 
voted for an Independent Mayor. Will the Mayor have a by-election. If not, is it 
because he doesn’t think the public will back him or doesn’t he care?

The Mayor again confirmed there will not be a by-election and that the Mayoral 
election was for an individual not a party.

Councillor D Wilson asked the Mayor if he agreed that calling this meeting was 
less about democracy and more about disrupting the council by causing 
disharmony?

In response, the Mayor stated there were members within the Labour group 
that are louder than others and that recent press comments were personal 
attacks.

Councillor Calvin asked the Mayor who the hard left/momentum members 
were. He also asked if the Mayor if he agreed with the proposed changes to 
Planning Law.



The Chair intervened at this point and ruled that this question was not relevant 
to the agenda and was to be disregarded.

Councillor McGrath ask if Copeland did not have a Directly Elected Mayor, 
where would it be, what cuts has he made and what additional funding has he 
secured?

The Mayor replied that the reply to the first question would be speculation, no 
cuts had been made and funding has been secured as stated previously.

Councillor Bowman referred to election costs and the by-election caused by the 
death of her husband.

The Mayor clarified that his previous reply referred to the Mayoral election, not 
a ward by-election.

Councillor F Wilson stated that as a Councillor for many years she has worked 
with colleagues of all parties. We all work for the people of Copeland. Councillor 
McVeigh was asked what has today achieved?

Councillor McVeigh advised that he would cover that in his summing up.

At this point the Chair advised Council that due to time constraints, no further 
supplementary questions would be taken.

Councillor Weir asked the Mayor if joining the Conservatives was part of a deal 
that he would become Mayor of Cumbria or the devolved authority. What 
discussion had he had with Simon Clark and could he confirm it was not his 
intention to stand for Mayor of Cumbria.

The Mayor in response confirmed he had had no private meeting with Simon 
Clark, no deal had been struck, that no-one was in a position to strike a deal and 
that he had no say in what his future held.

Councillor D Wilson referred to the requisition Page 1 Para 4 which stated ‘In 
order to drag Mr Starkie into the Council chamber’ and asked if this wording 
would lead to co-operation and wellbeing.

The Mayor suggested ‘drag’ was not appropriate wording. He continued that all 
Councillors were invited to a briefing the week he joined the Conservatives and 
that meeting was closed due to inappropriate behaviour. The aggressive tone of 
the requisition was disappointing.



Note: Councillor Joan Hully left the meeting at this point.

Councillor Pollen referred to Egremont Town Council’s involvement and 
suggested it was not appropriate to discuss here, but assured due process was 
followed and that he would be happy to discuss outside of this meeting.
During the middle of a pandemic it was disappointing that this fall out was 
happening. Councillor Pollen commented that Councillor Morgan’s comments 
were appropriate. The Mayor’s attacks on Labour did not encourage working 
together or partnership working.
The budget was half of what we had previously and it was not credible that we 
were doing more for less.
Councillor Pollen wanted to be positive about the Towns Funds and Borderlands 
that need Government finance, but he was not confident.

Councillor Dinsdale asked what assurances can he give about future investments 
in Copeland now that all key positions in Copeland are under Tory control.

The Mayor responded that he was working closely with Government putting 
forward the case for nuclear investment in Copeland and also West Cumbria 
Mining.

Councillor Kane asked that devolution was not on the table when the Mayor was 
elected, therefore we should go back to the people.

The Mayor again explained the election for Mayor was for an individual.
He further advised that devolution had been on the agenda since before his 
election and his understanding was that any devolution deal would require 
public consent.

Councillor Tyson was disappointed at the Mayor’s decision to join the 
Conservatives. He stated that the residents of Copeland voted for an 
Independent not a Conservative how did he feel about that?

The Mayor replied that he had already answered that question.

Councillor Pollen stated that the Mayor had politicised the Council, this had 
caused division rather than partnership.

The Mayor again stated that, as at 2019, he would not have considered standing 
as a Conservative as he was a Brexiteer. Things have evolved and he was now 
working well with Government.



Councillor D Wilson asked the Mayor how he would work in future to ensure all 
members work together, for the interest of Copeland.

The Mayor confirmed nothing had changed, he would continue to work with all 
Councillors in the common interest.

Councillor Hawkins stated that the Mayor continued attacks on the County 
Council Labour councillors and not working together, but he should look at the 
Copeland Local Area Committee. The Mayor has shown a lot of arrogance at this 
meeting. Could the Mayor confirm he has misled the electorate as being a 
‘People’s Mayor, not a Party Mayor’?

The Mayor responded with the answer he had previously given during this 
meeting. With regard to the Area Committee, he stated that his comments were 
made regarding the County Council not individual Councillors.

Councillor Calvin asked that now the Mayor is a Conservative he will have to 
abide by Government policy, particularly regarding planning law.

The Mayor stated again that his policies had not changed, but he would be 
concerned if there were signs of political voting in Planning.

Mayor Mike Starkie was given the opportunity to sum up and in doing so 
confirmed that nothing had changed and that his policies would continue as 
before. He continued to state that writing to the Government as requested 
would be ridiculous and that he was in discussion with Government in the 
correct manner, ensuring that Copeland was the best place to invest.

Councillor Michael McVeigh on behalf of the requisitioners then summed up and 
in doing so put forward a motion that:-

1) “This Council notes that the Mayor of Copeland, having joined a political 
party, has betrayed the electorate who voted overwhelmingly for an 
independent mayor.

2) This council notes that the austerity cuts faced by people in Copeland 
have been disproportionately high, and have devastated services. We 
express solidarity with our colleagues at Cumbria County Council, and 
recognise that cuts to their budget impact on the lives of people in our 
borough. This Council demands, therefore, that the Mayor uses his new 
found political allegiance, and direct line to the Prime Minister, to 
demand forthwith that the Government restores to 2015 levels the 
central government funding grant for both Copeland Borough and 



Cumbria County Councils. This must be done publicly, and by letter to 
local government minister.

3) Furthermore, this council demands that, in order to respect the 
fundamental principles of democracy, under which he was elected, the 
Mayor must resign his position and seek re-election via a by-election. This 
should be announced immediately, with the election carried out in May 
2021. Holding the election at this time will minimise cost, because there 
are already County Council elections taking place, and should also ensure 
enough time has passed that the election can be held safely, from a Covid-
19 perspective. The Mayor may continue in post on an interim basis until 
the election can be held.”

A recorded vote was also requested.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Eileen Weir

The Chair sought clarification from the Monitoring Officer, who confirmed that 
Councillor McVeigh had moved the motions in the requisition, there had been a 
seconder to that motion, so now the meeting moved to debate on the motion 
and the Mayor does have a right to response. A recorded vote would then 
follow the debate.

In response to the motions, the Mayor stated that he could categorically say 
that writing to the Government would not happen under any circumstances, as 
restoring funding to 2015 levels would be less than what Copeland had received.

The motion regarding standing in solidarity and writing a letter for Cumbria 
County Council, would also not happen as he had no jurisdiction over Cumbria 
County Council and he could not act on behalf of another council.

Under the legislation of Elected Mayors, a resolution cannot be put forward for 
a by-election. The only way a by-election can happen is if he chose to stand 
down. The only way of removing an Elected Mayor is an election at the end of 
the four year term.

Councillor David Moore raised a Point of Order, stating that a motion could not 
be put at the end of a meeting and that Council had not had the opportunity to 
debate it. Council had just questioned the Mayor for three hours.  He suggested 
that if the motion was being opened up for debate, then another meeting would 
be needed.

The Chair declared a two minute adjournment whilst he consulted the 
Monitoring Officer.



When the meeting re-convened, the Monitoring Officer advised that ordinarily, 
Councillor Moore was correct and if motions had been moved earlier in the 
meeting or at the start of the meeting there would have been ample time for 
debate around the motions being moved. The issue was that we were on a 
Teams Live platform and have been on this platform for three hours and it’s 
likely to remove us. If we moved to a debate it’s likely to cut out on that.

The other issue was that the Monitoring Officer was aware that Councillor Doug 
Wilson had requested an amendment to the proposed motion, which he was 
entitled to do.

It was suggested that because there was no concensus, that the debate continue 
and the amendment from Councillor Doug Wilson be heard.

The Monitoring Officer further stated that the issues so far had been amply 
debated, so suggested that the proposed amendment be heard and then a vote 
be held on that.

At this point Councillor Doug Wilson requested an amendment to the Motion,
stating that he had issues with the wording of the motion and found some of the 
language used was not the type of language that should be used in Council. He 
suggested that ‘the Council demands’ is not really something that should be 
used but should be written into a proper and more respectful motion in order to 
represent the fundamental principles of democracy.

In response, Councillor Michael McVeigh restated that it was not Councillor 
Doug Wilson’s requisition but Labours, however, he could to have the word 
‘demands’ removed.

Councillor McVeigh stated he “was disappointed that the Monitoring Officer 
should think that we would go back to a minority party telling us what our 
requisition is, I’m absolutely appalled.”

In response to Councillor McVeigh, the Monitoring Officer stated, “I have not 
asked for anything here. This is something that has been brought forward by 
Councillor Doug Wilson.”

Due to time constraints, Councillor Michael McVeigh suggested the meeting be 
adjourned until a later date. 
Councillor Ged McGrath seconded this suggestion.

The Chair formally adjourned the meeting to a date to be arranged.
The meeting stood adjourned at 7.10 pm

Chair


